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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-4, 14, 19, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Coleburn (US Patent No 6,485,151). 

Regarding claim 1 , Coleburn discloses a mirror (Fig 4) comprising: a detachable 
mirror (34) (Col 6 Lines 25-28) that is operably combined with a second mirror (36) with 
a removably attachable fastener (Col 3 Lines 51-56) and operably positioned at a non 
parallel angle with respect to the second mirror (see Coleburn Col 6 Lines 33-39). 

Regarding claim 2, Coleburn discloses wherein the system is created from at 
least two, separate and distinctly angle, mirrors (34 and 36, Col 6 Lines 33-39). 

Regarding claim 3, wherein the second mirror (36) is a stationary mirror. 

Regarding claim 4, wherein the detachable mirror (34) can be adjustably 
positioned at many non-parallel angles with respect to the second mirror with a hinge 
(39) (see Coleburn Col 6 Lines 33-39). 

Regarding claim 14, wherein the second mirror is a non-stationary mirror (see 
Coleburn Fig 7 Numeral 62 and Col 6 Lines 50-54). 

Regarding claim 19, a mirror panel assembly (Fig 4 Numeral 10), comprising: a 
detachable mirror (34); a rotation enabling device (39); and a removably attachable 
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fastener (Col 3 Lines 51-56); wherein the detachable mirror is operably mounted onto a 
face of a second mirror (36) with removably attachable fastener (Col 3 Lines 51-56) and 
operably positioned at non-parallel angle with respect to the face of the second mirror 
(see Coleburn Col 6 Lines 33-39). 

Regarding claim 20, the mirror panel (Fig 4 Numeral 10) assembly of claim 19 
wherein the detachable mirror (34), when combined with the second mirror (36) and 
positioned at non-parallel angle (Col 6 Lines 33-39, D is desired angle), creates a multi- 
panel, multi-angled mirror system (10). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 6-8,16-18, and 22-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Coleburn. 

Regarding claim 6, Coleburn does not explicitly teach wherein the hinge has two 
leafs, the first being permanently affixed to the detachable mirror and the second leaf 
being permanently affixed to the removably attachable fastener. 

However, Coleburn shows in figure 4 wherein the hinge has two leafs, the first 
leaf (38) being permanently affixed to the detachable mirror (34) and the second leaf 
(39) being permanently affixed to the removably attachable fastener, the office 
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interprets the first leaf to be numeral 38 and the second leaf to be affixed to the fastener 
(Col 3 Lines 51-56), and the hinge between the two leafs. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify the teachings of Coleburh's hinge structure and call it to 
have a first and second leaf because it is well know in the art that a hinge structure 
would have a first and second leaf for providing angular movement or rotation about a 
hinge axis. 

Regarding claims 7 and 8, Colebum discloses the claimed invention as set forth 
above but does not explicitly teach for wherein the attachable fastener comprises a clip, 
a hanger, a removable adhesive, or a suction cup. 

However, Coleburn teaches in another embodiment (Fig 5) wherein the 
attachable fastener comprises a removable adhesive. Furthermore, Coleburn shows in 
Fig 5 an after market embodiment, or an attachable mirror, of the device to the outside 
edge of 13 of mirror 36. The mirror 71 attached to 70, and the means of attachment to 
the surface 36 would be an adhesive 72, and if it is attachable it is removable (See 
Coleburn Fig 5, and Col 7 Lines 1-9). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify the teachings of Coleburn's attachable fastener to 
comprise a clip, a hanger, a removable adhesive, or a suction cup because with the 
adhesive, a user can easily remove the attachable mirror at there convenience, and 
attach it when they need a different viewing angle. 



Application/Control Number: 10/762,987 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2872 

Regarding claim 16, Coleburn discloses the detachable mirror (see Colebum Fig 
4 Numeral 34). 

However, the mirror of Fig 4 lacks to disclose the detachable mirror maintains its 
position with respect to the second mirror, but is disclosed in the detailed description of 
the preferred embodiments (see Coleburn Fig 4 Numeral 34 and Col 6 Lines 41-44). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify the teachings shown in Fig 4 to have wherein detachable 
mirror maintains its position with respect to the second mirror because if the operative 
angle D of the rearward mirror 34 would be adjusted at a particular angle it would 
maintain its position with respect to the second mirror (see Coleburn Col 6 Lines 33-34). 

Regarding claim 17 and 18, Coleburn does not expressly disclose wherein the 
detachable mirror has a hinge indexing device, and wherein the hinge indexing device 
comprises a spur gear. 

However, Coleburn shows a first leaf (38) being permanently affixed to the 
detachable mirror (34) and the opposing leaf (39), the office interprets the first leaf to be 
numeral 38 and the opposing leaf 39, and the combination to be a Hinge indexing 
device. Furthermore, the office interprets the angular movement to be caused by a spur 
gear. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify the teachings of Coleburn's hinge with leaves 34 and 39 
and call it a Hinge indexing device comprising a spur gear because the hinge device or 
structure would permit hinge leaves for angular movement, and substituting the spur 
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gear for an equivalent would be to adjust the simplicity of design or the cost or the 
difficulty of manufacturing. 

Regarding claims 22 and 23, Coleburn discloses securing a rotation enabling 
device (39) to a portable light-weight mirror (34); and securing at least one removably 
attachable fastener (Col 3 Lines 51-56) to the mirror (34); wherein the mirror (34) is 
operably combined with a pre-existing mirror (36) to form a system of at least two (36 
and 34), separate and distinctly angled, mirrors (see Fig 4 and Coleburn Col 6 Lines 33- 
39). Further comprising the steps of removably attaching the at least on removably 
attachable fastener (Col 3 Lines 51-56) to a pre-existing mirror (36); and adjusting an 
angle between the portable mirror and the stationary mirror to create a multi-angled 
effect (see Fig 4 and Coleburn Col 6 Lines 33-39). 

However, Coleburn specifically does not describe a method of creating a portable 
three-way mirror system, and further comprising the steps of removably attaching the at 
least one removably attachable fastener to a pre-existing mirror; and adjusting an angle 
between the portable mirror and the stationary mirror to create a multi-angled effect. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to have a method of creating a portable three-way mirror system, 
and further comprising the steps of removably attaching the at least one removably 
attachable fastener to a pre-existing mirror; and adjusting an angle between the 
portable mirror and the stationary mirror to create a multi-angled effect because by one 
observing the prior art of Coleburn Fig 4 and Fig 5 one can determine the method of 
creation. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated by Fig 4 and Fig 5 
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to have a method of creating such device because the mirrors would allow a user to 
view two different angles at the same time, and it would further allow a user to adjust 
the proper display area immediate to the rear. 

Regarding claim 24, Coleburn discloses wherein a second portable mirror is 
operably placed towards a right side of the pre-existing mirror (Fig 4). 

However, Coleburn specifically does not describe a method of creating wherein 
one portable mirror is operably placed towards a left side of the pre-existing mirror and 
a second portable mirror is operably placed towards a right side of the pre-existing 
mirror. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to have a method of creating wherein one portable mirror is 
operably placed towards a left side of the pre-existing mirror and a second portable 
mirror is operably placed towards a right side of the pre-existing mirror because by one 
observing the prior art of Coleburn Fig 4 and Fig 5 one can determine to change the 
side of the detachable mirror. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated 
by Fig 4 and Fig 5 to have a method of creating the changing of mirror sides because 
the mirror on the left side would allow angles that are not displayed using the mirror on 
the right side, and thus providing a broader angle of visibility. 

Regarding claim 25, Coleburn discloses wherein the rotation enabling device 
comprises a hinge. 

However, Coleburn specifically does not describe a method of creating wherein 
the rotation enabling device comprises a living hinge or a continuous hinge. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to have a method of creating wherein the rotation enabling device 
comprises a living hinge or a continuous hinge and to substitute those hinges for a 
regular hinge of Coleburn because the purpose of a hinge would be for rotation. 
Furthermore, substituting a regular hinge (39) of Fig 4 of Coleburn with a living hinge or 
a continuous hinge is functionally equivalent. 

Regarding claim 26, Coleburn specifically describes in another embodiment (Fig 
5) wherein the attachable fastener comprises a removable adhesive. Furthermore, 
Coleburn shows in Fig 5 an after market embodiment, or an attachable mirror, of the 
device to the outside edge of 13 of mirror 36. The mirror 71 attached to 70, and the 
means of attachment to the surface 36 would be an adhesive 72, and if it is attachable it 
is removable (See Coleburn Fig 5, and Col 7 Lines 1-9) 

However, Coleburn specifically does not describe a method of creating wherein 
the removably attachable fastener comprises a removable adhesive. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to have a method of creating wherein the removably attachable 
fastener comprises a removable adhesive because by one observing the prior art of 
Coleburn Fig 5 one can determine a method of creating. One of ordinary skill in the art 
would have been motivated to create a method in which a user can easily remove the 
attachable mirror at there convenience, and attach it when a different viewing angle is 
desired. 
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Claims 5 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Coleburn in view of Rendi, Jr. (US Patent 5,748,395). 

Regarding claims 5, Coleburn discloses the claimed invention as set forth above 
except for wherein the hinge comprises a living hinge, a continuous hinge, or a pin 
hinge. 

However, Rendi, Jr. teaches wherein the hinge comprises a pin hinge (see 
Rendi, Jr. Fig 5 Numeral 69 and Col 4 Lines 12-14). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify the teachings of Coleburn's hinge and substitute it with a 
pin hinge from Rendi, Jr. because the hinges are functionally equivalent elements, and 
a pin is simple to manufacture, is flexible yet somewhat firm. 

Regarding claim 21, Coleburn does not explicitly teach for wherein the rotation 
enabling device comprises a living hinge, a continuous hinge, or a pin hinge and the 
removably attachable fastener comprises a clip, a clamp, a hanger, a bracket, a 
magnet, a removable adhesive, or a suction cup. 

However, Coleburn teaches in another embodiment (Fig 5) wherein the 
attachable fastener comprises a removable adhesive. Furthermore, Coleburn shows in 
Fig 5 an after market embodiment, or an attachable mirror, of the device to the outside 
edge of 13 of mirror 36. The mirror 71 attached to 70, and the means of attachment to 
the surface 36 would be an adhesive 72, and if it is attachable it is removable (See 
Coleburn Fig 5, and Col 7 Lines 1-9). Furthermore, Rendi, Jr. teaches wherein the 
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rotation enabling device comprises a pin hinge (see Rendi, Jr. Fig 5 Numeral 69 and 
Col 4 Lines 12-14). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify the teachings of Coleburn's hinge with a substitute pin 
hinge from Rendi, Jr. because substituting a hinge is functionally equivalent, and is 
simple to manufacture. Furthermore, one of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to modify the teachings of Coleburn's attachable fastener to comprise a clip, 
a hanger, a removable adhesive, or a suction cup because with an adhesive, a user can 
easily remove the attachable mirror at there convenience, and attach it when they need 
a different viewing angle. 

Claims 9-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Coleburn in view of Christianson et al. (US Patent No. 5,416,635). 

Regarding claims 9-12, Coleburn discloses the claimed invention as set forth 
above except for wherein the detachable mirror is portable, and is made of lightweight 
material, and comprises plastic, and comprises acrylic, polypropylene, polyethylene, 
polystyrene, or polycarbonate. 

However, Christianson et al. teaches wherein the mirror is made of lightweight 
material, and comprises plastic, and comprises acrylic (see Christianson et al. Col 2 
Lines 34-38). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify the teachings of Coleburn's detachable mirror with a 
mirror that is made of lightweight material, and comprises plastic, and comprises acrylic 



Application/Control Number: 10/762,987 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2872 

of Christianson et al. because the mirror would be easy to manufacture, and is highly 
portable so that it can be conveniently carried, and is reliable and durable (see 
Christianson etal. Col 1 Lines 51 : 54). 

Claims 13 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Coleburn in view of Ueng (US Patent No 4,802,751 ). 

Regarding claim 13, Coleburn discloses the claimed invention as set forth above 
except for wherein the detachable mirror operates as a side panel in a three-panel 
system, and is rotatably interchangeable with an opposite-side panel in the three panel 
system. 

However, Ueng does not expressly disclose the wherein the detachable mirror 
operates as a side panel in a three-panel system, and is rotatably interchangeable with 
an opposite-side panel in the three panel system. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify the teachings of Coleburn's detachable mirror and 
combine it with Ueng's three-panel system (see Ueng Fig 4) because the detachable 
mirror would operate on either side of the stationary mirror and it would be easy to 
interchange the detachable mirror. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to combine the detachable mirror with a three-panel system for easy 
adjustment, and for the simplicity of designing the product with one type of detachable 
mirror instead of two different types. Furthermore, the cost or the difficultly of 
manufacturing would decrease if there was only one type of detachable mirror. 
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Regarding claim 15, Coleburn discloses the claimed invention as set forth above 
except for wherein the removably attachable fastener comprises a suction cup. 

Ueng does not expressly disclose the attachment member comprises a suction 
cup. Absent of showing criticality, at the time the invention was made, it would have 
been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to replace the clamp of Ueng with a 
substitute attachment member such as a suction cup, since these are functionally 
equivalent elements. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to 
make this modification to adjust the simplicity of design or the cost or the difficultly of 
manufacturing. The Examiner takes Official Notice that these attachment means are 
well known in the art. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Pranav V. Khatri whose telephone number is 571-272- 
831 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Drew Dunn can be reached on 571-272-2312. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Examiner 
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